Although the amount of radiology taught to medical students varies considerably it is gradually increasing in most medical schools. This is as it should be, for radiology is one of the major instruments of diagnosis and every houseman calls frequently upon the services of the X-ray department. He therefore needs to know something about radiological interpretation and considerably more about the uses of radiology. This means a familiarity with the different X-ray examinations available for particular clinical problems; he should know their indications and contraindications and should have some idea of how they are used, what information they can yield and what his patient is likely to experience.
Even if the student is well taught there is much to be gained if he has a simple textbook available to help consolidate his knowledge. Dr Troupin's book is admirably suited to this purpose. It covers all the main systems concisely and lucidly in a pleasant, unforced style mingling common sense and humour. The pages breathe a concern for the patient but also put the viewpoint of the X-ray department with firmness. This book is, as the author states, only intended as a brief introductory manual but if every student knew it thoroughly radiological investigations would be used more intelligently and further radiological teaching would be made much easier. In recent years probably nobody has made a greater study of Hodgkin's disease than Dr Kaplan, and this book based on his personal experience in the management of patients as well as research into many aspects of the disease is a masterpiece. From beginning to end it is a delight, but is not light reading, being packed with facts all supported by references. The anatomical progression of disease is predictable but not everyone would agree with his theory that... 'Hodgkin's disease spreads ... via lymphatic channels to contiguous chains and other lymphatic structures.' However, the data on which this is based are beyond dispute, and alternative theories are well discussed. The bibliography is most impressive and this book is essential for all medical libraries and those working in this field. The subject of this symposium was sarcoma of bone and the participants, though mainly from the United Kingdom, included a large number of interested pathologists, radiologists, and orthopedic surgeons from Europe and America. The quality of the papers reflects the level of those selected to attend, and it is evident from the discussions, which are included, that the presenters were speaking to a highly critical audience in their own and related fields.
The printing, reproduction of radiographs and histological sections are excellent, and I am confident that this book will be a very well-regarded
